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RMH of Ann Arbor:
25 Years of Serving Families
A Celebration of Years Past and an Exciting Look Forward

What were you doing in 1985? Do you remember 
where you were, what you were wearing or what 
you were watching on TV? Ronald Reagan was 
President, the “Cosby Show” was the top TV 
show and Madonna started her first world tour. 
Seems like a long time ago, doesn’t it? A lot has 
transpired in the last 25 years. One of the most 
important things that happened in 1985 was the 
opening of the Ronald McDonald House of Ann 
Arbor to our first families. Now, 25 years later and 
over 15,000 families served, we have a lot to be 
proud of. 

As we start the next 25 years with the addition  
of a second House and the ability to serve an  
additional 2,000+ families each year, how will  
the 2035 Ronald McDonald House of Ann Arbor 
newsletter look back at our world today?

Based on the trend of our occupancy, by the end 
of 2035 we will have served as many as 80,000 

families. This number is startling and really gives 
you a sense of the impact we will make in the 
coming years.

What we will continue to focus on is our core  
mission—the families. That is what our legacy is, 
and always will be, the important part we play in 
the healing of patients and their families.

We have decided to combine our desire to cel-
ebrate our 25th anniversary with the opening 
of our new House Within the Hospital. We will  
honor our “Hope Away from Home” capital 
campaign donors and past major contributors at 
a special reception actually in the new C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital in advance of the opening in 
November. Everyone is invited to purchase tick-
ets in advance and join the celebration.

Continued on next page
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

































































































































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



























































































































































–Patricia Warner

C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital

What started years ago as a conversation 
between Dave McDowell, our long-time 
Executive Director, and Pat Warner,  
Associate Director, UMHS, C.S. Mott  
Children’s Hospital and Von Voigtlander 
Women’s Hospital, will finally become a 
reality very soon. C.S. Mott Children’s  
Hospital and Ronald McDonald House of 
Ann Arbor have always shared the same 
mission—supporting families of children 
experiencing a serious illness or injury. 
This important partnership between our 
two organizations will become even 
stronger when the new Ronald McDonald 
House Within the Hospital opens along 
with the grand opening of the new C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital in November 2011.

room, laundry room and office. For the last 
few years a large number of people have 
worked to make this happen: RMH Ann 
Arbor leadership, C.S. Mott administration, 
RMHC Global, lawyers, House Managers, 
project managers, volunteers, social work-
ers, nurses, construction workers, contrac-
tors, interior designers, fundraisers, most 
importantly donors, and many more. This 
collective effort will help us provide over 
2,000 additional families each year with a 
place to stay right across the hall from their 
critically ill child. We are working on final-
izing operational plans and procedures,  
preparing to hire and train staff and  

volunteers and working with C.S. Mott 
administration on move-in plans. It is an 
exciting time.

Our “Hope Away from Home” Capital  
Campaign has successfully raised over 
$708,000 towards our $1 million goal for 
construction, furnishings and operation of 
the House. Our work is not done in this 
area. Donations are greatly appreciated  
to help make this idea a reality. Naming 
Opportunities are still available; please 
contact Kim Kelly (734) 994-4442 for  
more information.

You may have heard about this new 
“House”, but it seems like it has been a 
long time coming. This 12-bedroom facil-
ity, co-located with the pediatric ICUs on 
the 10th floor, will include 12 guest rooms 
with private baths, a small kitchen, living
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





















































































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











































































































































Comedy Night: 
Valentine’s Day  
Extravaganza

–



6 






































































 





































♥
















April 18 at the Eagle Crest Marriott in 
Ypsilanti.

–
–





YSO















 































































For more information, visit www.rmh-annarbor.org 7



















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For more information, visit www.rmh-annarbor.org
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